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"Before prison I had nothing.  
The Koestler Trust gave me confidence and 

 a platform to build a second chance" 
  

WTF, HM Prison Dovegate

Lee, 28, Koestler Award winner, curator, staff member and student at the Royal Drawing School



 

This year has been an exciting, ambitious and successful one for the 
Koestler Trust, as well as one of the most challenging years ever for 
the UK prison estate. 

As the UK’s best-known prison arts charity, the Koestler Trust is a 
catalyst for positive and creative rehabilitative journeys in the lives of 
prisoners, ex-prisoners, immigration detainees, children in secure 
units and mental health secure patients.  This is the third year of our 
CREATING GROWTH plan which aims to create INDIVIDUAL 
CHANGE – deepening the impact which our work has on the lives of 
our beneficiaries – and SOCIETAL CHANGE – changing public 
perception of our beneficiaries and the value they have to society.

In 2016–17 we are proud to report that we have delivered this vision 
through our annual Koestler Awards, mentoring programme, 
employment schemes and three fantastic exhibitions – WE ARE ALL 
HUMAN Koestler UK Exhibition at Southbank Centre, London, 
curated by Benjamin Zephaniah, PAPERWORK, Supreme Court, 
London and BEYOND THE DOOR, mac Birmingham, curated by 
Walsall Youth Justice Services. 

We were also delighted that our work was recognised in The Culture 
White Paper published by the Department of Culture, Media and 
Sport as a: ‘good example[s] of how cultural interventions can 
benefit prisoners, ex-offenders and people at risk of becoming 
involved in crime… [helping] to improve self-esteem, social skills and 
wellbeing: all of which helps to reduce the risk of offending and 
re-offending and make our communities safer.’

We are grateful to all those who have played their part in our work 
this year, and hope that they will continue to support us, as this year 
we celebrate the 55th anniversary of the Koestler Awards, 10th 
anniversary of the mentoring scheme and our 10th year exhibiting at 
Southbank Centre.  
 
Dame Anne Owers Sally Taylor 
Chair of Trustees Chief Executive 
   
   



 

Koestler Awards

6763 entries from 3459 entrants from 271 prisons, secure hospitals 
and children’s homes and immigration removal centres 120  judges 
including Jeremy Deller, Bob and Roberta Smith, Speech Debelle,  
Emma Bridgewater & Bidisha 94% entrants received written feedback

For many prisoners, achieving a Koestler Award is the first time 
anything they have done in their life has met with any recognition; this 

award alone can be a life changer. – 2016 entrant

EXHIBITION VISITORS BOOK

@GeriAkerman 
I have seen the joy  

and deep emotional 
response when artists 

get the feedback 
#priceless

said that the Awards had improved 
their achievement in education 
 
said that the Awards had  
improved their confidence levels 
 
said that the Awards had improved  
relationships with prison staff,  
friends and family 
said that the Awards had improved  
their ability to keep free from crime  
 

82% 

55%  

87% 

60% 

 @RichardBurgon   
Art and poetry by 

prison inmates  
@KoestlerTrust 

exhibition. 
Rehabilitation  

good for prisoners, 
staff and society.

*Annual survey of entrants to the Koestler Awards – 2016 self-reported – 199 surveys.  
It provides evidence of how our work supports key indicators of desistance.  

*



 

Koestler Exhibitions

6 million +   
Press coverage 

ITV News, Big Issue,  
Sunday Express,  

Evening Standard,  
Metro, The Week 

23%  
increase 

in art  
sales

253  
artists  

exhibited  

Really brilliant exhibition… 
the KT is opening up the 
space for us to express 

ourselves. Support them – 
their work (our work) 

matters. – 2016 entrant

I am very proud to have exhibited at the Southbank Centre …  
and I feel now that I could sell my artwork when I am out.  

 – Niki, 50, multiple Koestler Award winner, day release volunteer, currently 
studying for a BA in Fine Art. Artist of Closure of Holloway (above) 

FEEDBACK FROM ENTRANTS

@MissCJVDW  
Went to the  

@KoestlerTrust 
#beyondthedoor 

exhibition today at 
the @mac_

birmingham 
Incredible art for an 

incredible cause. 

200,000+  
VISITORS 
ATTENDED  

EXHIBITIONS 

140  
family members 

 of exhibited  
artists attended  

celebratory  
Family Days
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020 8740 0333

35 secure establishments visited including 3 female prisons   
5 secure mental health units 2 secure children’s homes    

8 ex-prisoners recruited, trained and employed as  
Exhibition Hosts  2 prisoners volunteering on day release  

33 people on Mentoring Programme  844 Koestler  
Associates signed up 1ex-prisoner on our team   

92%o of 2012-15 ex-prisoner Exhibition Hosts have not reoffended  
55 attendees at Prison Art Tutor seminar 

Working as a Koestler 
Exhibition Host gave me 
so much confidence… 

At the end of the 
exhibition I left with 

renewed self-belief and 
hope for my own future.  

– Katie, 38, Exhibition 
Host 2016, now  

employed full-time as a 
charity worker

Koestler Projects

Founded by the late Arthur Koestler, Sir Hugh Casson CH and the Hon David Astor CH 
Hon President: Lord Ramsbotham GCB CBE 
Chief Executive: Sally Taylor 
Trustees: Dame Anne Owers (Chair), Ariane Bankes, David Banks, Nicholas Bowlby,  
Stephen Chambers RA, Zelda Cheatle, Erwin James, Andy Lattimore, Femi Martin,  
Herbert Nahapiet OBE, Andrea Rose, Robert Taylor

Digital strategy* : 1 million increased digital 
engagements, 2,000 new twitter followers 

£7,500 donated to Victim Support   
230 people in volunteer programme 
400 people attended Open House events* 
Koestler Friends launched* 
Development Circle* 
Koestler Week launched*  
Became a London Living Wage employer*

Great exhibition of 
prisoner arts  

@SouthBankCentre 
 Inspiring winners 
of @KoestlerTrust 
awards. Do go and 
be moved, laugh 

and reflect

Koestler Outreach

If I hadn't got involved in art I would  
probably be back in prison, art has given me a 
new start to my life. – Gordon, Koestler mentee

o Former Hosts Survey 2012-15: 23 former participants surveyed; 13 respondents     * New in 2016-17

@ace__london  
@KoestlerTrust launches its 

Friends Scheme -  
a great way to support this 

essential charity &  
basically help change lives



 

With thanks to . . .
 

We are very grateful for all the generous individuals who have supported our work this year, 
without whom we would not be able to achieve our aims and deliver our activities, outcomes 
and impact. We would like to thank Arts Council England, National Offender Management 
Service and all our funders - A B Charitable Trust, Alchemy Foundation, Artists’ Collecting 
Society, Barrow Cadbury Trust, Bromley Trust, CCLA, Criminal Bar Association, Dawes Trust, 
Doughty Street Chambers, Edith Murphy Foundation, Ericson Trust, Fitton Trust, Garfield 
Weston Foundation, Goldsmiths’ Company, Gordon Fraser Charitable Trust, Grantham Yorke 
Trust, Hammersmith United Charities, Henry Smith Charity, The Hon M L Astors 1969 Charity, 
Interserve Employee Foundation, Jacana Care Trust, Lloyds Bank Foundation, Marie-Louise 
von Motesiczky Trust, Michael Varah Memorial Fund, Monument Trust, MTC Novo, Odin 
Charitable Trust, Ofenheim Charitable Trust, Partnerships in Care, Paul Lunn-Rockliffe 
Charitable Trust, Pitt-Rivers Charitable Trust, Robert wGavron Charitable Trust, Royal 
Holloway University School of Law, Robertson Trust, Santander Foundation, Sodexo Justice 
Services, Taurus Foundation, Triangle Trust, United Agents, William Arthur Rudd Memorial 
Trust, Worshipful Company of Weavers Special thanks to our partners Prisoners Abroad and 
Victim Support.

We are very grateful to the 
prison, secure hospital and 
immigration removal centre staff 
and volunteers for their 
enthusiasm, to arts charities 
who facilitate Koestler Award 
entries, to our wonderful 
Koestler Awards judges for 
donating their time and 
expertise, and all our hard-
working volunteers who make 
the Awards possible. The 
Koestler Trust is a charity which 
needs to raise approximately 
£650,000 each year. In 2016-17 
we raised this through the 
generosity of public funders 
(22%), trusts and foundations 
(46%), corporate donors (12%) 
and individuals (20%).

FUTURE PLANS    
 Sept-Nov 2017 UK exhibition at Southbank Centre curated by Sir Antony Gormley 
 New poetry anthology with forward by Benjamin Zephaniah 
 Scottish exhibition – Tramway, Glasgow in November 2017 
 Regional exhibitions planned at First Site, Colchester and Snape Maltings, Suffolk

ARTS TEAM

FUNDRAISING & COMMS

EXHIBITIONS

OUTREACH & MENTORING 

MANAGEMENT & ADMIN

30%

20%

22%

£192,000

£127,000

12% £72,000
16% £100,000

£137,000


